MLA IN-TEXT CITATIONS

Parenthetical Citations

The Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines require that you cite the quotations, summaries, paraphrases, and other material used from sources within parentheses typically placed at the end of the sentence in which the quoted or paraphrased material appears. The parenthetical method replaces the use of citational footnotes. These in-text parenthetical citations correspond to the full bibliographic entries found in a list of references at the end of your paper. (Note that the titles of works are underlined rather than placed in italics.) Unless otherwise indicated, on-line sources follow the same pattern as print versions.

AUTHOR NAMED IN A SIGNAL PHRASE

Ordinarily, introduce the material being cited with a signal phrase that includes the author's name. In addition to preparing readers for the source, the signal phrase allows you to keep the parenthetical citation brief. 

Christine Haughney reports that shortly after Japan made it illegal
to use a handheld phone while driving, "accidents caused by using
the phones dropped by 75 percent" (A8).

The signal phrase — Christine Haughney reports that — names the author; the parenthetical citation gives the page number where the quoted words may be found.

Notice that the period follows the parenthetical citation. When a quotation ends with a question mark or an exclamation point, leave the end punctuation inside the quotation mark and add a period after the parentheses: " . . . ?" (8). 

AUTHOR NAMED IN PARENTHESES

If a signal phrase does not name the author, put the author's last name in parentheses along with the page number. 

Most states do not keep adequate records on the number of times
cell phones are a factor in accidents; as of December 2000, only
ten states were trying to keep such records (Sundeen 2).

Use no punctuation between the name and the page number.

Find more examples at:

http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c08_s1.html
http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/within/mla.html
